
AN EMBRACING CHURCH
PASTOR FRED MENDOZA

TABLETALK STARTERS
(For family devotions and Life Groups)

February THIS
WEEK

PLEASE TAKE TIME TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AT YOUR DINING TABLE WITH YOUR FAMILY. 
PLEASE BRING YOUR ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS TO YOUR LIFE GROUP FOR GROUP DISCUSSION.

Tabletalk:

1. What have you learned from Jesus’ parable of the Lost Son that encouraged you to 
be God’s embracing son or daughter (Luke 15:11-31)?

2. Based on Acts 2:32-42, 46-47, what do you see as the marks of an embracing church 
in this First Church that would poise our church to be an embracing church? 

3. Respond to these quotes from the sermon:

 a. The desired result of effective evangelism is to lead people to accept Christ as their  
       Savior and become members of the church.

 b. Team evangelism is more effective than solo evangelism because it involves other  
       church members in using their time, effort, influence, training, and material  
       resources to work together to evangelize people, communities, and nations.   
       Actually, even a gifted solo evangelist like Billy Graham needs the support of  
       Christians in churches. 

 c. Evangelism gives people spiritual rebirth; edification provides people spiritual  
       nurture (Acts 2:41-42).

 d. Generally, most people who are evangelized but not edified go back to their former  
       condition before they were evangelized.  This is a major reason for the mass exit or  
       exodus of professing  believers from the church today as reported by George Barna  
       in his book “Churchless.”  

 e. Evangelism without edification will not produce mature believers who will stand  
       strong in Christ to face the trials and difficulties of life.

 f. The rule of engagement in following Christ is clarified by what He said in Mark 8:34,  
      “If any one would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and  
       follow me.”

 g. The entry point to all our ministry engagements is also the rule of engagement for  
       following Christ—which is deny ourselves and take up our cross to follow Him.

4. What is your response to the sermon conclusion on the outline?

Introduction: Luke 15:1-2, 11-31

Text:  Acts 2:32-42, 46-47.  Based on this text, what must we do to be  
an embracing church?

EVANGELIZE seekers

1. As St. Peter did—Acts 2:32-39

  a. Evangelize means “to announce good __________” 
  
  b. The gospel is __________ and what He did for us     
   (1 Cor. 15:1-4; Rom. 1:16)

2. Different ways to evangelize

  a. __________ evangelism  b. __________ evangelism
  c. __________ evangelism  d. __________ evangelism
  e. __________ evangelism  f. __________ evangelism
  g. __________ evangelism

3. The desired __________ of effective evangelism

4. __________ evangelism is more effective

EDIFY believers

1. Evangelism gives people spiritual __________; edification provides  
  people spiritual __________. (Acts 2:41-42)

2. How to __________ ourselves personally and corporately.

3. Why edification is __________ for believers.

ENGAGE disciples

1. To engage means to get __________.

2. Many people __________ in a church so big where they are  
      unnoticed and uninvolved.

3. The __________ of engagement in following Christ (Mark 8:34).
 
4. The __________ point to all ministry engagements is also the rule of  
      engagement for following Christ.

  6 & 7

Conclusion:

1. Do we have what it takes to be an embracing church?
2. Are we willing to pay the price to be an embracing church?
3. God gave His Son to die on the cross to be an embracing Father to all of us.
4. What is your response?
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