
THE GREAT LIFE YOU CAN HAVE
PASTOR FRED MENDOZA

TABLETALK STARTERS
(For family devotions and Life Groups)March

PLEASE TAKE TIME TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AT YOUR DINING TABLE WITH YOUR FAMILY. 
PLEASE BRING YOUR ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS TO YOUR LIFE GROUP FOR GROUP DISCUSSION.   

1. Icebreaker:  Describe your version of a good life.   
    

    Read: Mark 10:32-45

2. How did Jesus’ sensitive sharing of His death with His disciples encourage  
    you (vv. 32-34)?

3. What did you learn from James and John’s self-centered request and from  
    Jesus’ answer to their request (vv. 35-41)?

4. Apply the insights on sacrificial service as the hallmark of a great life  
    (vv. 42-45; Isaiah 53:4-5).

5. Based on the text and the sermon, what is the great life that is better than  
    the good life?

6. How can we keep the good life from becoming the enemy of the great life?

Pray!

Introduction: God wants you to enjoy a good life.

Text:  Mark 10:32-45

A. Jesus’ Sensitive SHARING (vv. 32-34)

1. The details about His death.

2. Jesus’ encouraging reasons for His sharing:

  a. Jesus’ intimate relationship with His disciples.

  b. Jesus prepared His disciples for His death.

  c. Jesus assured His disciples that He was in control.

  d. Jesus also assured His disciples of His victory over death.

  e. Life Application Questions

B. Self-Centered SUPPLICATION by James and John (vv. 35-41)

1. Why their supplication was self-centered (v. 37)

2. Jesus told them that their supplication was based on ignorance (v. 38)

3. The bad effect of their self-centered supplication on the other disciples  
    (v. 41)  

C. Jesus’ Sacrificial SERVICE (vv. 42-45) 

1. Jesus turned the anger of the other disciples into teaching for all the  
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2. Insights for Living:

  a. Don’t follow the example of pagan rulers (v. 42).

  b. The secret to a great life is humble servitude (v. 43).

  c. In God’s kingdom, the way up is down.

  d. In God’s kingdom, greatness is giving our life to serve others (v. 45).
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Conclusion:

1. In verse 45, Jesus gave the answers to big questions.

a. What is the meaning of life?

b. What is my purpose in life?

c. What will happen to me?

d. Will I leave my mark in this world?

2. To have a great life, Peter Drucker said, “The critical question is not ‘how   
    can I achieve’ but ‘what can I contribute’?”   

3. King David’s testimony about his great life (Acts 13:36).

4. The sermon’s BIG IDEA: More than having a good life, God wants us to have  
    a great life by serving others like Christ who released us from the bondage  
    of sin by giving His life as a ransom for us.


