
THE Embracing faTHEr   
TablETalk STarTErS
(For family devotions and Life Groups)

PLease take time to discuss the FoLLowinG questions at your dininG tabLe with your FamiLy. 
PLease brinG your answers to these questions to your LiFe GrouP For GrouP discussion.   

PaSTOr frED mEnDOZa

          
Our Prayer: Lord, have compassion on us.  We pray for the salvation of our loved 
ones, (specific names ).  Cause them to see and remember your wonders so that they 
would turn to you and be saved.

UPCOMING EVENTS @ CHARISMA

last sunday’s report
Attendance      521 
Members Absent    244
First Time Guest      12
Tithes and Offering    $19,280.97

Introduction:

Text:  Luke 15:1-2, 11-31

REASON:  Why Jesus told the parable (vv. 1-2)

1.  To ______________ the Pharisees who misunderstood Jesus

2.  To ______________ the truth that Jesus welcomes sinners

TEACHINGS: What Jesus taught through this parable

1.  Teachings about sin:

     a.  Sin is selfish ______________ of God (vv. 12-13)  

     b.  The two types of sinners:

          1) The social ______________

          2) The self-righteous ______________

     c.  The consequences of sin:

          1) ______________ consequences (vv. 14-16)

          2) ______________ consequences (vv. 24, 31) 

2.  Teachings about spiritual comeback to God:

     a.  Come to your ______________ about your situation (v. 17).

     b.  ______________ to return to God (vv. 18-19).

     c.  ______________ on your decision (v. 20).

3.  Teachings about God:

     a.  He is the ______________ Father, waiting for His runaway son to come back  
          (v. 20).

     b.  He is the compassionate, embracing, forgiving, and ______________ Father  
          who celebrates the return of His runaway son (vv. 21-24).

APPLICATION:  Insights for Living

1.  Sin does not _____________ the joy and satisfaction it promises in the long run.

2.  Sin is exciting, but it comes with exacting ______________.

3. Like the father in this parable, your family member may _____________ or forsake you,  
    but don’t desert your wayward family member.

4. The younger son was lost in the far _____________ of sinful pleasure, but the elder son  
    was lost in the father’s ____________ because:  he refused to see his lost condition before  
    God, he refused to see the love, the compassion and the forgiveness of God taught by Jesus,  
    and consequently, he refused to join the father’s celebration of his restored younger brother.

5. The younger brother represents the billions of people who are lost _____________ the  
    church, but the elder brother represents the millions of professing Christians who are lost  
    ______________ the churches.

Conclusion:  Why is the closure of this parable open-ended?

READ:  Luke 15:1-2, 11-31

1. Sin is selfish desertion of God, as exemplified by the younger son.
    Discuss:  In what ways do we “desert God” by the way we conduct our lives?

2. Sin doesn’t pay, doesn’t deliver the heart satisfaction it promises as exemplified by the  
    sad experience of the younger son.
    Discuss:  What selfish pleasures excite you but will later exact or demand painful   
    consequences from you, like what happened to the younger son?

3. Like the elder son, a person can be lost in the father’s house or in the church.  
    Discuss:  What are the attitudes and behaviors that are symptomatic of professing 
    Christians who are lost in the church?

4. Discuss:  Following the example of the younger son, what do you need to do to  
    return to God in order to receive His forgiving embrace and His restorative celebration?   
    Review vv. 17-24. 

                                                                   PRAY!
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