
KEEP PRESSING ON                          

b.    Our mission is to attract others to __________, not to call attention to ourselves   
       (Acts 1:8).  

c.    We help and encourage one another to ____________ the race (Heb. 12:12-13).

d.    With our _______ of spiritual maturity, let us live _____ to whatever we have   
       already attained (Phil. 3:15-16).

Conclusion:  To stay dynamic, energetic, and active in moving forward, we need to:

1.    ____________ everyday with the daily intake Word of God.    

2.   Be ____________ with the power of the Holy Spirit through prayer.

3.   Be ____________ through our personal devotion and congregational worship with   
      fellow believers.

  

Introduction:  As a race, the Christian life is ____________—from start to finish.

1.   What happens when church members get __________ and stop moving forward?    
      The _____________ of the congregation slows down and the church eventually dies.   
      This is the __________ of deceased churches. 

2.   Today’s message is about pressing on toward spiritual ________________              
       with “gaining Christ” as the goal and the prize of the race.

Text:  Philippians 3:10-16

A.   Pathways to Spiritual Maturity 

1.     Be _____ Christ as your permanent residence (Phil. 1:1).

        a. To be in Christ, people need to be __________ into Christ     
  (Rom. 11:17; 1 Cor. 12:13).

        b. Warning  (Rom. 11:17, 22; John 15:1, 4a, 6 ).

2.     Choose Christ as your passionate ____________ for living (Phil. 1:21; 3:7-8).

3.     Decide to ____________ Christ more through your life experiences with    
        Him (Phil. 3:10).

        a. Knowing Christ as our personal ____________ is only the start.

        b.  This is knowing Christ _______________ through our life experiences    
 with Him.

        c. Examples of knowing Christ through our life experiences with Him.

        d. We need to continue ____________ in our knowledge of Christ because we   
 don’t become ____________ or  complete in our spiritual maturity in this life.  

B.   Pointers Toward Spiritual Maturity

1.    Stay FOCUSED— “ _____ thing I do” (Phil. 3:13)

2.    Deliberately FORGET “what is ____________” (Phil. 3:13)

3.    Press FORWARD to “win the ____________” (Phil. 3:14)

4.    Life Applications:

       a.    ____________ starts our spiritual journey that will culminate in our    
 ____________ in heaven— if we don’t drop out the race (1 Thess. 2:19-20).  
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Our Prayer: Lord, have compassion on us.  We pray for the salvation of our loved 
ones, (specific names ).  Cause them to see and remember your wonders so that they 
would turn to you and be saved.
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TABLETALK STARTERS 

(For family devotions and Life Groups)
 
1.  “In Christ” (Phil. 1:1; 3:14) should be our “permanent address.”

       a.  How do you get “in Christ?”

       b.  How do you remain “in Christ?”

       c.  “Once in Christ, always in Christ”?        
            (Rom. 11:22; Col. 1:21-23; Heb. 2:1-3; 10:26; John 15:1, 4a, 6).  
 
2.  If you are now “in Christ,” is Christ your passionate purpose for living?     
     Why? How do you show it? Recall the sermon from the CD or podcast.

 
3.  Being already “in Christ,” explain Apostle Paul’s continuing desire to know Christ  
     (Phil. 3:10).

 
4.  To keep pressing on (review the sermon outline),

     a.  How do you stay focused on Christ (Phil. 3:13)?

     b.  What do you need to forget (Phil. 3:13)?

     c.  What is the price you expect to receive going forward (Phil. 3:14)? 
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