
Read: Luke 15:11-32; Eph. 2:11-16, 19

1.  Describe your experience as first time guest or newcomer at Charisma. Why did you  
      return and stay?

2.  Why is the cross (where the Father embraced us) so vital in embracing new people in  
     our church family and fellow believers?

3.  Describe your honest feelings towards the elder brother who refused to welcome,  
     celebrate and embrace his returning brother? What can we do to ensure that this 
     behavior does not happen in our church?

4.  What is the connection between God’s embrace at the cross and “human embrace”  
     of the church in welcoming new people? In encouraging our fellow believers?

5.  What do you think can we do as individuals, as a group and as a church for our guests 
      to feel “embraced” (get connected and welcomed) and eventually stay?

 

                                                                   PRAY!

EmbracEd for a purposE                        

Introduction:

Text: Luke 15:20, 11-32; Eph. 2: 11-16,19

 A. The ______________ Father -   The experience we have in common (Luke 15:20)   
      1. The Father embraced us through the __________. 

         a. “He saw” his son (v. 20) –  He _______________ his son’s inner needs.    

         b.  “He had compassion” on his son vs. 20 – Compassion is a ______________    
   followed by ___________________ to do something.

         c.  He ______________ his son and celebrated his arrival       
   (vs 20-24; Eph. 2: 11- 13,16)

          Application:        

      2.  The Father continues to embrace us through the __________. (Eph. 2:19)

         a.  The church is described as a _________.  (v. 20) Family speaks of ___________.

         b.  The church is described as the _____________________. “Body” speaks of the   
   church as Christ’s _____________________ on earth (Col. 1:18)

         Application:

      3. The Father continues to embrace us as we go through the process of      
           ____________________.

         a.  As we exercise our ____________ (Luke 22: 60 -62)

         b.  As we face the ___________________ (Luke 8:22-25)

         Application:  

 B. The ________________ Brother (Luke 15:28-30) The experience we don’t want   

    to be common.

         a. He suffered from “___________________” syndrome (vs. 25-30)  

         b . He forgot his _________________ as an elder brother (vs. 25-30)

         Application:           
 C. The ________________ Son (Luke 15:18-24) The desired experience our new  
       people and church family to have in common.  He got connected to the father and he   
    stayed home.

         a.   A home where he felt _______________ by the father (v. 20)

         b.  A home where he experienced a _____________________ -  he was welcomed   
   by his father; and his arrival celebrated.

      Application:

Conclusion:      

pastor abe mendoza

          
Our Prayer: Lord, have compassion on us.  We pray for the salvation of our loved 
ones, (specific names ).  Cause them to see and remember your wonders so that they 
would turn to you and be saved.
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(For family devotions and Life Groups)

Embracing

cross

perceived

strong feeling

strong desire

embraced

church

family

relationship

Body of Christ

visible extension

spiritual development

choices

storms of life

Excluding

me, myself and I

unique role

Connected

welcomed

sense of belonging


